SIEGE OF SRIRANGAM
this condition Hazrat-i-A'la with the support of the strength of
the God-given bravery, overcame the enemy with whom he had
no chance of meeting from the beginning of the siege till that
time, drove them in great disgrace with the misfortune of
losing3.1am All Khan, and raised the banner of victory. Hazrat-
i-Ala favoured General Lawrence with the presents of an
elephant, cash, and precious stones, and honoured Clive by the
grant of a horse, cash and khilbt.
Husayn Dost Khan takes shelter in the temples of Sri-
rang and Jhamglr\i Hazrat-i-Ala lays siege to them
commissioning his army destined to conquer the fort.
Husayn Dost Khan felt aggrieved and helpless on account
of the death of 5.1am AH Khan the leader of his army. Since
Husayn Dost Khan considered it to be imprudent to stay near
the fort of Nattharnagar, he assembled together his advisers,
and councillors of war, and placed before them his xveakness to
fight on the may dan, his inability to spread out, the death
of the brave and resolute companions, the destruction of a great
portion of his army, the successive defeats in spite of great zeal,
treasures, and wealth; he put forward the advisability of quit-
ting the battle-field and taking shelter in the temple of Srirang.
Then he consigned to flames ponderous articles, and during the
night fled towards the temple of Jhamglr and Srirang, situated
between the two rivers, theKaveri andKurclam (the Coleroon).
He left his companions in the first temple while he himself ran
alone and chose the second temple, which had seven solid com-
pounds and was strong, for safe retreat in his deranged
condition. A day later, the army of the sarkar laid siege to the
two temples and pressed hard the runaway by blockading the
roads on all sides. By dispatching horses they shut out the
(1) The temple at Jambukeswaram, in the island  of  Srirangatn to the
east of the great Vishnu temple,
109

